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GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

This  district  is  mainly  an  agricultural  one  lying  in  the  south¬ 
west  of  Wiltshire,  and  comprises,  as  well  as  good  farm  land, 
large  areas  of  downland  with  few  and  scattered  houses.  The  pop¬ 
ulation,  some  11,450,  are  for  the  most  part  engaged  in  agricul¬ 
ture  or  in  trades  related  thereto.  There  are  no  large  scale  fac¬ 
tories  or  works  in  the  district.  Besides  the  numerous  villages 
there  are  two  small  towns,  one  in  each  district,  viz:  Mere  and 
Tisbury.  These  two  towns  have  piped  water  supply  and  water 
carriage  sewerage  schemes,  and  other  modern  amenities. 
While  a  scheme  for  a  piped  water  supply  for  the  district  is  now  in 
progress,  from  a  revenue  stand-point  the  sewering  of  large 
tracts  of  waste  or  semi-waste  ground  is  a  different  matter. 
However,  it  may  be  possible  by  satisfactory  grouping  of  adjac¬ 
ent  villages  to  serve  at  least  some  additional  villages,  but  for 
this  to  materialize  a  substantial  grant  would  be  necessary. 

The  following  figures  give  additional  information  about  the 
district : — 

Area:  71,319. 

Population:  11,450. 

Rateable  Value:  £48,405. 

Penny  Rate  Yields:  £195  3s.  Id. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses:  3,440. 

Number  of  houses  built  in  1951: — 

1.  By  Private  Enterprise  :  2. 

2.  By  Local  Authority:  3. 

Number  of  buildings,  etc.,  converted  to  dwelling  houses: — 

1.  By  Private  Enterprise:  4 

Public  Health  Staff. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector— Major  T.  A.  Brown,  m.s.i.a. 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector — Mr.  A.  R.  Woollard,  m.s.i.a. 

The  Inspectors  hold  the  appointments  (inter  alia)  of  Sanitary  Surveyor, 
Sewerage  Works  Manager,  Petroleum  Officer,  Refuse  and  Salvage  Officer, 
and  certain  other  duties. 

Clerical  assistance  is  provided. 


1 


General  Statement  of  Health 

Matters 

1.  Population. 

The  Birth  Rate  though  not  so  high  as  last  year's  figure 
is  satisfactory  as  compared  with  the  figure  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  Death  Rate  on  the  other  hand  is  slightly  higher  than 
last  year  but  is  considerably  under  the  average  for  England 
and  Wales. 

2.  Housing. 

While  the  number  of  houses  built  and  the  speed  of  their  com¬ 
pletion  was  rather  disappointing,  it  seems  probable  that  1952 
will  show  better  results.  It  is  obvious  on  looking  through  the 
records  of  the  housing  survey  that  a  great  deal  remains  to  be 
done  both  in  regard  to  reconstruction  and  new  housing.  In  this 
connection  it  is  obvious  that  the  leeway  can  never  be  made  up 
by  building  only  traditional  houses,  as  the  Council  realise,  and 
that  when  houses  of  the  Reema  type  built  by  the  firm  themselves 
are  erected,  this  will  do  much  to  help  the  local  builders  to  deal 
with  their  heavy  task.  The  Council’s  Housing  Committee  during 
1951  though  energetic,  met  with  a  good  deal  of  frustration 
from  sources  beyond  their  control,  but  matters  seem  to  be 
proceeding  more  easily  now. 

3.  Old  Folk. 

At  the  instigation  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Housing  Committee 
I  investigated  the  advisability  of  building  houses,  for  old  people 
in  need  of  care  and  attention,  more  especially  as  to  the  possibility 
of  getting  (a)  a  special  additional  allocation  of  houses  for  them 
and  (b)  of  a  Ministry  grant  or  County  grant  in  aid.  While  the 
County  Council  were  in  sympathy  with  the  idea  they  were  unable 
to  help  in  the  finance  of  any  such  schemes  at  present  and  were 
confining  themselves  to  buying  large  houses  as  institutions 
for  the  care  of  those  actually  in  need  of  institutional  care.  The 
Ministry  also  refused  to  grant  additional  houses  for  the  purpose. 
Therefore,  as  there  is  still  a  great  demand  for  houses  for  families 
and  as  the  number  of  old  people  in  need  of  supervised  houses, 
who  could  pay  an  economical  rent  is  comparatively  small  and 
as  they  are  scattered  throughout  the  district  it  appeared  more 
urgent  to  deal  with  the  many  badly  housed  families  in  the  first 
place  as  we  could  not  do  both  types  at  once. 
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4.  Water  Supply. 

The  comprehensive  water  supply  scheme  for  the  district 
seems  almost  as  far  off  as  ever.  While  the  analysis  of  the  water 
supply  from  the  Mere  source  and  others  are  almost  invariably 
good  those  from  Tisbury  and  from  Teffont  show  lapses  under 
standard  from  time  to  time  from  various  causes.  Both  of  these 
are  of  course  supplied  by  surface  springs. 

5.  General  Health. 

There  has  been  no  widespread  epidemic  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  cases  of  major  infectious  disease  has  been 
small  and  compares  favourably  with  other  districts  and  with  our 
own  in  previous  years. 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year  1951. 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  sixty  eight  children  were 
born  alive  in  the  district  of  these  eighty  five  were  male  and  eighty 
three  were  female.  Eight  of  these  births  were  illegitimate.  There 
were  4  still  births. 


Live  Births 

M 

F 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Total 

85 

83 

of  resident  estimated 

Legitimate 

80 

80 

population  14.7 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

Still  Births 

Total 

0 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  live 

Legitimate 

0 

4 

and  still  births  23. 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

While  the  above  birth  rate  figure  of  14.7  is  the  actual  true 
birth  rate  it  has  to  be  adjusted  by  the  comparability  factor  of  1.1 
to  give  the  standard  birth  rate  for  comparison  with  other  areas. 
This  figure  is  16.34.  The  table  following  gives  the  comparable 
birth  rates  for  other  areas. 

Particulars  of  Deaths 

One  hundred  and  fifty  one  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 
Of  these  73  were  male  and  seventy  eight  were  female. 

Total  M  F  Actual  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated 
151  73  78  resident  population  13.5. 

This  adjusted  by  the  comparability  factor  0.81  a  standard 
death  rate  for  comparison  of  10.6. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 

1.  Causes  of  Death.  Total  151. 

1  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ..  ..  . .  ..  1 

2  Other  Tuberculosis  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

3  Syphilitic  Disease  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

4  Diphtheria  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

5  Whooping  Cough  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

6  Meningococcal  Infections  .  .  . .  . .  . .  0 

7  Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  0 

8  Measles  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

9  Other  infective  or  Parasitic  Diseases  . .  . .  1 

10  Malignant  tumours  stomach  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

1 1  Malignant  tumours  lung  (Bronchitus)  . .  . .  3 

12  Malignant  growths  breast  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

13  Malignant  growth  (womb)  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  new  growths  . .  10 

1 5  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

16  Diabetes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  0 

17  Vascular  lesion  of  the  Nervous  System  . .  . .  34 

18  Coronary  Disease  (Angina)  ..  ..  ..  ..13 

19  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  .  .  . .  .  .  4 

20  Other  heart  disease  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  32 

21  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  .  .  . .  . .  . .  8 

22  Influenza.  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

23  Pneumonia  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  5 

24  Bronchitis  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

25  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  . .  . .  0 

26  Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  . .  . .  0 

27  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . .  . .  . .  1 

28  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  (Kidney)  . .  .  .  . .  2 

29  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  .  .  . .  . .  1 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . .  .  .  . .  0 

31  Congenital  malformations  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

32  Other  defined  and  illdefined  diseases  .  .  .  .  12 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

34  All  other  accidents  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

35  Suicide  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  0 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  War  . .  . .  . .  0 
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Notes  on  Major  Causes  of  Death 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  list  that  seventeen  out  of  the 
total  of  151  deaths  occurred  from  malignant  disease,  cancer, 
etc.,  i.e.  a  percentage  of  1 1  (that  there  was  one  death 
from  tuberculosis  but  no  deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  or 
abortion).  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  vascular  system  amounted 
to  56  %. 

There  were  six  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  and  three 
deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks. 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  —  1951  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Birth-Rates,  Death-Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality 
and  Case-Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year 
1951.  Provisional  Figures  Based  on  Quarterly 
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Notifications  (Corrected) 

Typhoid  fever  . .  . .  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.01  0.00 

Paratyphoid  fever  .  .  0.02  0.03  0.02  0.01  0.00 

Meningococcal  infection  0.03  0.04  0.03  0.03  0.00 
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Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Puerperal  fever  and  pyrexia  10.66  13.77  8.08  14.9 


Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales 
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(<?)  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Main  Drainage 

Mere.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  condition  of  these 
works  as  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1950.  The  scheme 
for  connecting  up  the  Mere  Sewerage  with  Zeals  was  abandoned 
in  favour  of  a  separate  scheme  for  Mere.  The  matter  is  now  in 
hand  and  it  is  expected  that  the  Ministry’s  Inquiry  for  the 
Comprehensive  Scheme  will  take  place  during  1952. 

No.  of  connections  made  to  the  sewer:  3. 

Tisbury.  The  Public  Inquiry  in  connection  with  the  Com¬ 
prehensive  Scheme  for  the  reconstruction  of  these  works  was 
held  on  6th  February,  1951.  Asa  result  certain  alterations  were 
suggested  and  the  scheme  has  been  agreed  to  in  principle. 

No.  of  connections  made  to  the  sewer:  6. 

Hindon.  The  Public  Inquiry  in  connection  with  the  Com¬ 
prehensive  Scheme  was  held  6th  February,  1951.  Subject  to 
minor  alterations  the  scheme  has  been  agreed  to  in  principle. 

An  early  start  on  these  works  is  desirable  as  the  matter  is 
one  of  urgency. 

Zeals.  The  Public  Inquiry  in  connection  with  the  above 
works  is  due  to  take  place  early  in  1952,  when  it  is  proposed  to 
take  over  the  works  from  the  Air  Ministry  as  a  permanent 
sewerage  disposal  works  for  Zeals. 

The  proposition  includes  the  laying  of  new  sewers  along  part 
of  the  main  highway  for  the  connecting  up  of  existing  premises 
and  the  new  housing  estate  which  is  now  in  course  of  erection  by 
the  Council. 

East  Knoyle.  The  small  sewage  disposal  works  which  were 
taken  over  by  the  Council  in  1948  serves  only  a  small  portion  of 
the  village,  approximately  40  houses  are  connected  up. 

The  works,  which  consist  of  a  settling  tank  with  little  or  no 
filtration,  are  antiquated  and  the  Council  should  consider  a 
scheme  for  the  sewering  of  the  whole  village  in  the  near  future. 

Meanwhile  repairs  to  the  works  are  necessary. 

Private  Schemes.  The  private  schemes  at  Berwick  St.  John 
and  Maiden  Bradley  continue  to  function  satisfactorily. 

The  remaining  parishes  in  the  district  have  no  organised 
system  but  rely  mainly  on  Pail  Closets,  which  are  emptied 
individually  by  tenants,  the  deposits  being  buried  in  the  garden. 
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House  Drainage 

Septic  tanks  continue  to  be  installed  in  areas  which  are  not 
sewered.  24  were  installed  during  1951. 

There  are  no  byelaws  or  regulations  covering  the  size  or 
patterns  of  these  tanks. 

Provision  for  emptying  tanks  and  cesspools  is  carried  out  by 
a  private  firm. 

Public  Cleansing 

Scavenging.  The  organised  monthly  collection  of  refuse 
continues  in  force  in  the  area,  the  refuse  being  deposited  on  the 
Council’s  Refuse  Tips  at  Hindon,  Tisbury,  Semley  and  Donhead, 
which  are  controlled  as  far  as  possible. 

No  charge  is  made  for  Trade  Refuse. 

Household  and  Trade  Refuse: — 

No.  of  loads  collected:  ..  ..  ..  670 

Approximate  tonnage:  ..  ..  ..  1900 

Salvage.  Is  collected  at  the  same  time  as  refuse,  and  baled 


and  sacked  before  despatch  to  the  Mills  at  Reading. 

The  following  amounts  have  been  collected  during  the  year 


1951:- 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

Value 
s.  d. 

Waste  Paper  .  . 

25 

1 

3 

— 

. .  339 

17  0 

Rags  .  . 

— 

10 

0 

10 

. .  20 

8  9 

Scrap  Metal  .  . 

1 

15 

2 

14 

19 

12  0 

Total 

..  £379 

17  9 

The  value  of  waste  paper  collected  as  compared  with  previous 
years  showed  a  marked  increase,  mainly  due  to  the  high  prices 
paid  for  this  commodity: — 


£ 

s. 

d. 

1946 

Value  of  waste  paper  121 

12 

1 

1947 

135 

3 

2 

1948 

214 

4 

10 

1949 

57 

19 

8 

1950 

— 

_ 

_ 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  collection  of  waste  paper,  rags  and 
metals  could  be  considerably  increased  with  a  little  more  co¬ 
operation  from  the  general  public. 


10 


Verminous  Premises.  Four  houses  were  found  to  be  infested 
with  vermin  and  were  disinfected. 

During  the  process  it  was  found  necessary  to  have  two  sets 
of  bedding  destroyed. 

Rats  and  Mice.  (Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949). 

Minor  complaints  with  regard  to  rats  and  mice  infestation 
were  dealt  with  by  the  Council’s  Sanitary  staff.  The  operation  of 
the  above  Act  is  considerably  retarded  as  no  Rodent  Operator 
has  yet  been  appointed  by  the  Council.  There  is  evidence  that 
rat  infestation  will  continue  to  increase,  in  the  absence  of  control 
measures. 

Below  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out : — 

No.  of  Properties  inspected  by  Local  Authority  during  1951 : — 


All  other 
(including 

Local  Dwelling 

Business  and 

Authority  Houses  Agricultural 

Industrial). 

Total 

9  34  4 

13 

60 

No.  of  Properties  found  to  be  infested 
Major: — 

by  rats: — 

—  4  2 

Minor: — 

3 

9 

8  26  2 

—  . . 

36 

No.  of  properties  found  to  be  seriously  infested  by  mice: — 

All  other 
(including 

Local  Dwelling 

Business  and 

Authority  Houses  Agricultural 

Industrial  . 

Total. 

2 

No.  of  infested  properties  treated  by  Local  Authority: — 

8  30  — 

Smoke  Abatement 

3 

41 

Periodical  observations  were  made  on  the  few  factory  premises 
in  the  area.  There  was  no  cause  for  statutory  action. 

Sanitation  of  Special  Premises 

Parish  Schools.  Steady  progress  with  improvements  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  made  as  funds  become  available. 

Play  Grounds  have  been  drained  and  concreted,  improvements 
made  to  the  sanitary  arrangements  with  the  provision  of  septic 
tanks  and  annexes  for  school  meals,  have  been  made  at  several 
schools. 
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Shops.  Routine  inspections  have  been  carried  out  but  no 
improvements  on  a  large  scale  have  been  put  into  operation 
during  1951. 

Public  Houses  and  Hotels.  Detailed  inspections  were  made 
of  all  the  above  premises  and  informal  action  taken  to  improve 
the  washing  and  sanitary  accommodation. 

The  owners,  in  the  main,  have  co-operated  and  are  gradually 
bringing  the  premises  up-to-date. 

Separate  sanitary  accommodation  for  the  sexes  has  been 
provided  at  3  Public  Houses  and  1  Hotel.  Improved  sanitary 
accommodation,  with  urinals,  to  2  Public  Houses  and  structural 
alterations  to  3  Public  Houses  and  1  Hotel. 

Food  Preparing  Premises.  Bakehouses  were  subjected  to 
the  usual  routine  inspections;  lime  washing  and  painting  being 
carried  out  by  informal  action. 

Cafes.  Were  visited  from  time  to  time  and  minor  complaints 
suitably  dealt  with. 

Ice  Cream.  There  are  19  premises  registered  to  sell  ice  cream 
by  retail.  No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  within  the  district; 
supplies,  as  in  previous  years,  being  obtained  from  reliable  manu¬ 
facturers. 

The  premises  were  supervised  and  the  conditions  for  storing 
same  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

No  complaints  of  illness,  arising  out  of  the  consumption  of  this 
food,  were  reported. 

Butchers’  Shops.  Were  regularly  inspected  including  the 
preparing  rooms  where  potted  meats  and  sausages  are  made  and 
defects  remedied  where  necessary. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  well  maintained,  the 
only  adverse  comment  to  record  is  the  continued  practice  of  some 
customers  of  bringing  a  newspaper  in  which  to  wrap  their  meat. 

This  practice  will  no  doubt  disappear  as  supplies  of  paper,  at 
an  economical  price,  become  available  to  the  small  trade  butchers. 

Meat  and  other  Foods 

Meat 

Centralised  slaughtering  at  Salisbury  has  been  continued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Food  and  all  home  killed  carcases  are  inspected 
before  leaving  the  abbatoir. 

There  has  been  some  improvement  in  transport  conditions. 
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The  following  was 

condemned  as 

unfit 

for  human  con- 

sumption: — 

Meat 

Offal  .. 

99J 

lbs. 

Bacon 

15i 

lbs. 

Fish 

64 

lbs. 

Cheese 

2 

lbs. 

Canned  Foods 

Beef 

168 

lbs. 

Bacon 

291 

lbs. 

Ham 

2671 

lbs. 

Fish 

96 

lbs. 

Milk  .. 

3* 

lbs. 

Fruits,  Soups  and  Vegetables 

36 

lbs. 

Clean  Food  Campaign 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  area  with  regard  to  furthering 
the  cause  of  the  above  campaign.  The  same  lack  of  interest 
appears  to  be  prevalent  on  the  part  of  the  public  and  other 
interested  bodies. 

A  number  of  lectures  on  Food  Hygiene  was  given  by  the 
Sanitary  personnel  apart  from  these  there  has  been  no  other 
activity. 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Routine  inspections  of  milk  roundsmen's  vans  retailing  milk 
in  the  area  were  carried  out.  A  number  of  bottles  showed 
grease  marks  and  smudges  on  the  outside. 

This  has  generally  been  caused  by  the  milkman  who  has  to 
drive  the  van  and  deliver  milk  at  the  same  time;  otherwise  there 
was  no  cause  for  complaint. 

Water  Supply 

In  connection  with  the  Comprehensive  Scheme,  progress 
continued  with  regard  to  detailed  Plans  and  Specifications  in 
readiness  for  the  Ministry’s  inquiry. 

Part  II  of  the  scheme  for  urgent  extensions  is  now  in  operation 
and  should  be  nearing  completion  by  the  end  of  1952. 

5  chemical  analyses  ot  the  Council  s  Public  Supplies  were 
taken  in  1951.  The  analyses  were  satisfactory. 

The  following  data  dealing  with  Bacteriological  samples  is 
submitted  in  accordance  with  Circular  13/47,  Ministry  of  Health. 
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1.  (a)  The  quality  of  the  water  depends  generally  on  the 
source.  Much  of  the  water  in  the  district  is  derived 
from  the  chalk  and  is  of  excellent  quality.  The  quality 
of  the  water  from  the  numerous  shallow  wells  varies 
considerably. 

1.  (b)  During  the  summer  there  was  no  serious  shortage  of 

water,  as  in  1950,  to  those  villages  which  are  not 
supplied  from  Public  sources. 

2.  Results  of  public  supply  bacteriological  analyses  are  given 
in  the  attached  table. 

3.  The  water  supplied  by  the  Council  is  alkaline  and  has  no 
plumbo-solvent  properties. 

4.  Chlorination  is  carried  out  to  all  public  services  except 
Teffont,  which  is  chlorinated  when  occasion  demands. 

5.  Number  of  houses  supplied  from  Public  sources  in  villages : — 


Parish  Direct  By  Standpipe 


No.  of 

Population 

No.  of 

Popu- 

houses 

(approx). 

houses 

tation 

Mere 

612 

2090 

— 

— 

Zeals 

79 

246 

40 

140 

W.  Knoyle 

36 

124 

— 

— 

Sedgehill  . . 

23 

80 

— 

— 

Hindon 

123 

416 

28 

112 

Chilmark  . . 

63 

215 

13 

50 

Tisbury 

. .  425 

1472 

— 

— ■ 

Teffont 

46 

161 

44 

154 

Swallowcliffe 

9 

27 

— 

— 

Donhead  . . 

. .  423 

777 

— 

— 

Totals: 

..  1839 

5608 

125 

456 

14 


Results  of  The  Public  Supply  Bacteriological  Analyses 


Source 

Total  Colonies 
on  agar  at  37C 
Date  per  1  m.l.  of  water 

Coli  Aerogenes 
per  100  m.l. 
water 

Faecal  type 

B.  Coli  per 
100  m.l.  of  water 

Donhead 

1-  3-51 

Donhead 

31-  5-51 

2 

3 

— 

Donhead 

30-  8-51 

4 

3 

— 

Donhead 

10-12-51 

9 

13 

— 

Mere 

1-  3-51 

8 

— 

— 

Mere 

31-  5-51 

— 

— 

— 

Mere 

30-  8-51 

— 

— 

— 

Mere 

10-12-51 

18 

— 

— 

Teffont 

28-  2-51 

1 

5 

— 

Teffont 

30-  5-51 

1 

3 

— 

Teffont 

4-  9-51 

1 

3 

— — 

Teffont 

10-12-51 

17 

17 

— 

Tisbury 

14-  2-51 

80 

180* 

17 

Tisbury 

22-  2-51 

50 

35 

— 

Tisbury 

28-  2-51 

7 

3 

— 

Tisbury 

30-  5-51 

4 

— 

— 

Tisbury 

29-  8-51 

— 

— 

— 

Tisbury 

Mere 

10-12-51 

26 

5 

— 

(New  Well) 

10-12-51 

13 

1 1 

— 

Private  Sources 

1 1  samples  from  Private  Sources  were  taken  during  the  year. 
3  of  these  showed  a  slight  degree  of  pollution  with  coliform 
organisms  of  a  faecal  type.  Chlorination  was  applied  where 
necessary. 

The  private  supplies  as  compared  with  the  year  1950  gave 
satisfactory  service  but  there  is  still  room  for  considerable 
improvement  in  some  of  the  smaller  parishes. 

This  shortage  will  no  doubt  be  remedied  in  due  course,  as  the 
Comprehensive  Scheme  continues  to  get  under  way. 
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Factories 


Premises 

No.  of  No.  of 

No.  on  No.  of  written  occupiers 

register  inspections  notices  prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ity 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises) 

7  10  2  — 

34  46  1  — 

Total 

41  56  3  — 

Defects 


Particulars.  No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Cases  in 

Referred  which  prose- 
by  H.M.  cutionswere 
Found  Remedied  Inspector  Instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 
Sanitary  Conveniences 
insufficient 

2  2  —  — 

1  1  1  — 

Total 

3  3  1  — 
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Housing  Act,  1949 

No  grants  have  been  made  under  the  Act  during  1951. 

Housing  Act,  1936 
Housing  Survey 

The  detailed  Housing  Survey,  which  was  started  in  1947,  was 
completed  during  the  year.  All  houses  up  to  and  including  £12. 
Rateable  Value  were  included  in  the  Survey,  except  those 
constructed  in  post  war  years. 

Classification  of  Results — 

The  classification  of  results  of  the  survey  are 
Category  1.  (Satisfactory  in  all  respects)  .. 

Category  2.  (Minor  defects  only) 

Category  2  or  3. 

Category  3.  (Repairs,  structural  alterations 
or  improvements  required) 

Category  3  or  4. 

Category  4.  (Suitable  for  re-conditioning)  .  . 

Category  5.  (Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond 
repair  at  reasonable  cost) 


as  follows: — 


279 

or 

10.5% 

1070 

or 

40.5% 

2 

or 

0. 1  % 

813 

or 

30.8% 

82 

or 

3.1% 

273 

or 

10.3% 

124 

or 

4.7% 

2643 

As  a  result  of  the  Survey  734  Informal  Notices  have  been 
served  in  respect  of  urgent  repairs  and  minor  improvements. 
Of  these,  154  have  been  completed. 

Representations  have  been  made  to  the  Housing  Committee 
for  instructions  to  be  given  regarding  action  to  be  taken  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  repairs  specified. 

After  consideration  the  Committee  decided  to  take  no  action 
for  the  time  being.  Unless  more  co-operation  is  forthcoming 
from  interested  parties  the  result  of  the  Survey  may  be  nullified. 

From  these  results  it  will  be  seen  that  1,292  or  practically  one 
half  of  the  number  of  houses  surveyed  fall  within  Categories  3, 
4  or  5  and  are  thus  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation.  This 
state  of  affairs  is  far  from  satisfactory.  Of  the  remainder  by  far 
the  greater  number  fall  into  Category  2  and  have  minor  defects 
only.  Only  272  were  found  to  be  fit  in  all  respects. 
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Analyses  of  Amenities 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  analysis:— 

Water  Supply — 

Piped  supply  inside  ..  ..  ..  1671 

Piped  supply  outside  . .  .  .  . .  484 

Spring  supply .  56 

Well  supply  .  .  . .  . .  . .  218 

Rainwater  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  28 

No  proper  supply  .  .  . .  . .  54 

Drainage — 

To  sewer  . .  . .  . .  . .  598 

To  cesspool  or  septic  tank  .  .  . .  474 

No  proper  drainage  . .  . .  . .  996 

No  drainage  . .  . .  . .  . .  443 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Water  Closets  . .  . .  . .  . .  897 

Pail  Closets  . .  . .  . .  . .  1254 

Chemical  Closets  ..  ..  ..  312 

Vault  Closets  . .  . .  . .  . .  48 

Dampness — 

Evidence  of  dampness  . .  . .  .  .  1252 

Reasonably  free  from  dampness  . .  1259 

Food  Storage — 

Satisfactory  food  store  . .  . .  1043 

Safes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  38 

Unsatisfactory  food  store  . .  . .  407 

No  food  store  . .  . .  . .  . .  1023 

Cooking  Facilities — 

Coal  range  ..  ..  ..  ..  1546 

Electric  cooker  .  .  . .  . .  392 

Gas  Cooker  . .  . .  . .  . .  352 

Oil  Stove  . 209 

No  proper  cooking  facilities  . .  12 

Washing  Facilities — 

Satisfactory  washing  facilities  .  .  1517 

Unsatisfactory  washing  facilities  . .  628 

No  washing  facilities  . .  . .  . .  366 

Kitchen  Sinks — 

Satisfactory  kitchen  sink  . .  . .  1696 

Unsatisfactory  kitchen  sink  . .  . .  44 

No  kitchen  sink. .  ..  ..  ..  771 
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From  this  summary  it  can  be  seen  that  there  is  a  serious  lack 
of  amenities  in  the  district.  Although  one  does  not  expect  to 
find  in  the  countryside  conveniences  comparable  with  those 
found  in  the  urban  areas,  particularly  in  respect  of  water  supply 
and  drainage,  there  is  room  for  considerable  improvement  in 
other  respects  such  as  food  storage,  sinks  and  washing  facilities. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  very  much  headway  can  be  made  at  the 
present  time  towards  attaining  a  higher  standard  of  housing 
conditions.  The  high  cost  of  building  work,  licencing  restrictions 
and  the  continuing  operation  of  the  Rent  and  Mortgage  Restric¬ 
tion  Acts,  combined,  do  nothing  to  encourage  owners  in  repair 
and  improvement  work. 

Although  essential  in  itself,  to  ease  the  housing  shortage,  the 
building  of  new  houses  will  not  alleviate  the  continual  deterior¬ 
ation  in  standards  of  existing  houses.  Neglect  in  this  sphere  of 
the  problem  will  increase  the  difficulty  as  more  and  more  houses 
become  unfit  and  eventually  have  to  be  demolished. 

Below  is  a  summary  of  the  Survey  for  the  year  1951 : — 


Total  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  housing 

or  Public  Health  Acts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1504 

Number  of  houses  surveyed  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  804 

Number  of  houses  found  totally  unfit  for  habitation  19 

Number  of  defective  houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  702 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  .  .  .  .  181 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  .  .  .  .  . .  110 

Number  of  notices  outstanding  . .  . .  . .  512 

Number  of  overcrowding  cases  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

Number  of  overcrowding  cases  remedied  .  .  .  .  1 


Housing  Survey  Results. 


Categories 


1 

2 

2/3 

3 

3/4 

4 

5 

Total 

Total  for  1951 

94 

364 

_ 

261 

_ 

58 

19 

796 

Previous  results  B  F 

185 

706 

2 

552 

82 

215 

105 

1847 

Total  for  the  Survey 

279 

1070 

2 

813 

82 

273 

124 

2643 
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Classification  of  Completed  Results  of  Survey 

in  each  Parish 


Parish  Category  Numbers 


1 

2 

2 

or 

3 

3 

3 

or 

4 

4 

5 

Total 

Alvediston  . . 

2 

28 

— 

7 

- - 

— 

1 

38 

Ansty 

2 

12 

— 

9 

16 

7 

3 

49 

Berwick  St.  John  . . 

16 

47 

— 

8 

- — - 

2 

— 

73 

Berwick  St.  Leonard 

— • 

13 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Chicklade  . . 

1 

8 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Chilmark 

25 

34 

— 

20 

— 

7 

1 

87 

Donhead  St.  Andrew 

11 

30 

— 

28 

21 

15 

14 

119 

Donhead  St.  Mary 

10 

95 

— 

63 

— 

28 

5 

201 

East  Knoyle 

9 

54 

— 

62 

— 

13 

2 

140 

Fonthill  Bishop 

— 

24 

— 

5 

- — - 

— 

— 

29 

Fonthill  Gifford 

6 

25 

— 

18 

— 

1 

1 

51 

Hindon 

7 

58 

— 

44 

6 

13 

14 

142 

Kilmington 

9 

17 

— 

34 

— 

15 

3 

78 

Maiden  Bradley 

2 

37 

— 

57 

— 

4 

1 

101 

Mere  (within) 

74 

152 

2 

86 

3 

25 

19 

361 

Mere  (without) 

14 

54 

— 

48 

— 

7 

5 

128 

Sedgehill 

— 

15 

— 

5 

— 

2 

— 

22 

Semley 

6 

57 

— 

36 

— 

13 

7 

119 

Stourton 

2 

27 

— 

32 

■ — ■ 

22 

4 

87 

Sutton  Mandeville 

7 

13 

— 

8 

8 

4 

9 

49 

Swallowcliffe 

5 

18 

— 

9 

— 

11 

9 

52 

Teffont 

12 

19 

— 

35 

— 

8 

2 

76 

Tisbury  (within) 

30 

47 

— 

75 

— ^ 

37 

6 

195 

Tisbury  (without)  .  . 

6 

42 

— 

16 

28 

9 

14 

115 

Tollard  Royal 

3 

36 

— 

12 

— 

1 

— 

52 

West  Knoyle 

4 

7 

— 

8 

— 

3 

1 

23 

West  Tisbury 

12 

73 

— 

43 

— 

10 

2 

140 

Zeals 

4 

28 

— 

42 

— 

16 

1 

91 

Total— 

279 

1070 

813 

82 

273 

124 

2643 
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These  Categories  can  only  be  regarded  as  provisional  until 
after  inspection  and  recommendations  by  the  appropriate 
Committee. 

No.  of  Cottages  inspected  by  Housing  Committee:  48. 

Recommendations  by  Housing  Committee:— 

32  Demolition. 

12  Placed  in  Category  4. 
4  Placed  in  Category  3. 

Summary  of  all  Inspections 


Complaints  (Public  Health)  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  63 

Water  Supply  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  46 

Food  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30 

Farms,  Dairies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Infectious  Disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  44 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  91 

Factories  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  56 

Housing .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 524 

Other  Public  Health  Matters  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Council  House  Repairs  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  53 

Miscellaneous  (Building  Licensing  and  Town  and 
Country  Planning,  Building  Byelaws  and  Petroleum 
Acts)  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  374 


Total:  ..  2619 


Rag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

A  survey  of  the  district  shows  that  there  are  no  premises 
requiring  Licensing  or  Registering  under  the  above  Act. 

Number  on  Register  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  42 

Work:— Wearing  apparel  ..  ..  ..  ..  42 

Outworkers*  Premises 

Number  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  the 
Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Number  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply  lists 
Notices  served  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  — 

Prosecutions  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  — 
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Infectious  Disease 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported  during 


the  year: — 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  . .  5 

Whooping  Cough  . .  95 

Measles  ..  ..  381 

Pneumonia  .  .  . .  8 

Erysipelas  . .  . .  2 


Tuberculosis 


The  following  number  of  cases  were  reported  during  the  year  :  6 
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